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LIFE OF ORIGEN. 
[ CONCLUDED. ] 

At Cesarea, his former appointment to explain the scrip- 
tures to the people, was renewed by the bishops of Pa- 
iestine. His fame brought all kinds of persons, not only 
‘om that province, but also from remote countiies, to be 
nis disciples; among whom were Gregory, afterwards 
surnamed Thaumaturgus, Who became bishop of Neoce- 
sajea, and his brother, Athenodorus. ; 

Demetrius survived the excommunication of Origen but 
a short time. After his death,the torrent of opposition 
anpeared to subside a little; but still, Oren was always 
considered by the Egyptian christians as-an excommuni- 
cated person; and such was their reverence for the 
Canons of the church, that Demetrius’ sentence was con- 
tinued under his successors, Heraclas and Dionysius, al- 
though the former had been a disciple and companion of 
Origen, and though both of them still enteitained the great- 
est respect, and the warmest affection for him. 

In the year 235, the Emperor Maximim instituted a gen- 
eral and violent persecution against the christians; and 
among others, Theoctistus, and St. Amb:iose, who had 
been converted by Origen, and who was now a priest at 
Cesarea, were arraigned before the tyrants tribunal. To 
them, Origen wrote and dedicated his Treatise on Mar- 
tyrdom ; though he, at thé same time, retired for a_ while 
to the city of Athens, and there concealed himself from 
the storm that was raging against the christians throughout 
the whole Roman Empire. Here heemployed himself in 
composing his Commentaries on Ezekiel, and on the Can- 
ticles. He afterwards returned to Cesarea in Palestine, 
gad fiom thence went to the city of that name in Cappa- 
docia. It wasatthis period, when he was about fifty- 
three years old, that he published his Hexapla or Octapla, 
complete, consisting of the Hebrew text of the Old Testa- 
inent,inone column ; the same, in Greek letter, in anoth- 
er column ; the translation of the Septuagint, in a third; 
the version of Aquila,ina fouith ; that of Symmachus, in 
a fifth; that of Theodosian, ina sixth ; and two others, 
in a seventh andeighth ; together with a version only of 
the Psalins. Ofthis woik, Mosheim says, that * though 
almost entirely destroyed by the waste of time,it will, 
¢ven in its fragments, remain an eternal monument of the 
incredible application with which that great man labored 
toremove those obstacles which retarded the progress of 
the gospel.” 

A year Or two after the publication of this work, Beryl- 
ins, an Arabian bishop, having somewhat deviated from 
the popular faith concerning the trinity, Origen was re- 
quested (A. D. 238,) by a number of bishops, to enter the 
lists with him, and if possible, convince him of his suppo- 
sed error. This be did se effectually, and with such grace, 
as to induce him to renounce his obnoxious sentiments, and 
“to become the sincere and ardent friend of his victorious 

, Spponent through the remainder of his life. A few years 
aiter this, he was called to another assembly of bishops, 
which was convened against some Arabian christians who 
held that the souls of men died and were raised again 
with their bodies. Against this doctrine he contended 
with such poweiful aiguments that its advocates changed 
‘their opinion, and returned to the cordial fellowship of 
the church. 

Though he was now about sixty years old, he seems to 
have subjected himself to gieater exertions than at any 
former period of his life ; for, in addition to the composi- 
tion of his works, he daily delivered discourses to the peo- 
pe. These, though in general enti.ely exte:npo:aneous 
and unprepared, were nevertheless so highly esteemed that 
tanscribecs were employed to take them down as they 
Were delivered, and afte:wards to publish them. In the 
mean time he completed and published several of his Com- 
mentaries on the Sc.iptures ; and wrote his book in an- 
Swei to Celsus, a heathen philosopher who had attacked 
the christian religion. 

In the terrible persecution which began A. D. 250, un- 
der the emperor Decius, Origen was seized,cast into piis 
On and loaded with irons. In this condition, he sufiere:’ 
fhe g:eatest torments. For seveial days, his feet wee 


persecutors then threatened to burn him alive; and when 
they perceived that threats could got shake bis constancy, 
they racked him with several kinog of toiture, in order to 
induce him to renounce his profession. At length, tired 
with the infliction of unavailing tqrments, and not caring 
to consummate their cruelty, they suffered him to escape 
alive. After this,he held several conferences, and wiote 
many letters, in all which he evinged a soul worthy of the 
vast and eternal renown he had secured. He died ‘at 
Tyre, A. D. 252, in the 66th or 67th year of his age. 

Cave says, that nothing but a f.ame like biass and iron 
could have held out under all he fatigues and labors 
which Qiigen endured. He composed and published, 
some say, six thousand books,many of which, however, 
must, of course, have been small,’ His attainments were 
astonishing ; he was master of almost all learning that 
was then in repute, both sacred ‘And profane: he could 
repeat the whole Bible from memory ; and in composing 
his works, he dictated fast enough to employ several ama- 
nuenses at once. . 

There never was a man, perhaps, who bore his faculties 
with more unaffected meekness than he. Affectionate 
and humane, there seldom mingled any severity with that 
devout zeal for which he was, and ever will be, distin- 
guished. Austere, but not morose, his very enemies, or 
rather enemy, could not allege a ioral failing 01 weakness 
against him, except one youthful act, to which he was 
induced, partly by an error of ju'igment, and partly by 
a desire to secure himself against the commission of a 
crime. 

As a critical expositor of the meaning of the scriptures, 
he deserves but little commendation. Yet even in this 
character, he stands perhaps fi. st tmong those of his age ; 
if indeed there be. any priority, were all are unworthy of 
much attention. 

I shall éonclude this sketch wi a the-character which 
the judicious and discrimivatins ..Losheiin gives of Origen: 
“A man of vast and uncommon abilities, and the greatest 
Juminary of the christian world, which this age exhibited 
to view. Had the justness of his judgment been equal to 
the immensity of his genius, the fervor of his piety, his in- 
defatigable patience, his eXtensive erudition, and his oth- 
er eminent and superior talents, all enconiums must have 
fallen short of his merit. Yet such as he was, his virtues 
and his labors deserve the admiration of all ages ; and 
his name will be transmitted with honor through the an- 
nals of time, as long as learning and genius shall be es- 
teemed among men.” Mosheim iii. Cent. 2d Part. 2 
Chap. 6 vii. MARCUS 
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CHRISTIAN OPiTULATOR---NO. 22. 


I noticed in the Intelligencer of July 17, a request of 
H. from Gardiner, desiiing an explanation of 2d Pet. 2d 
chap. 4th verse, and Jude 6, wherein both speak of the 
same thing. The text is as follows : “ Mor of God spared 
nol the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and 
delivered them inlo chains of darkness to be reserved unto 
judgment,” &c. The writer considers these words, togeth- 
er with the Apocalypse, as* dark and difficult.” I con- 
sider them so myself, and believe that commentatois have 
also unanimously united in the same opinion. Dr. Adam 
Clarke, speaking of the text in 2 Peter, says, that “ the ac- 
counts given are various and contradictory ; and ne won- 
der, foi we have no direct revelation on the subject ; hei 
cuslosity and conjecture are useless.” It cannot the:e- 
fore be expected, that so inexperienced a writer as myself 
should be able to give any very positive opinion of what 
is to be understood by this dark and mysterious sugges- 
tion. I shall rather attemptto show what is nod, than 
‘hat zs intended by the text, on which an explanation is 
desired, by my friend H. 

A number of years ago, when I first devoted my at- 
tention to these things, [ was disposed, through the ‘influ- 
‘nce Oi an early education,to consider the terms “ an- 
sels,” * hell,” and “judgment,” in their popular accepta- 

ion. By angels, beatified spirits of a supe.ior order we 

ncerstood ; by hell, the piace of eternal inisery, fror 
‘hich there was no deliverance ; and by judgment, a set 























“pt in the stocks, extended to the utmostextremity. His 


would have his final destiny fixed. But more examina- 
tion has convinced me of the general misunderstanding of 
these significant terms, and [ find that the learned attach 
different significations to them. But understanding them 
according to the popular Opinion, I gave up my inquiries 
upon the subject, and considered that, as the description 
related to angels, and not to men, it was a subject in 
which we had no immediate interest; at least, not enough 
for us to spend much time in endeavoring to find out what 
it did signify. I never could conceive, how angels or sin- 
less spirits in a heaven of infinite and immutable happi- 
ness, could ever become dissatisfied with their exalted and 
felicitous situation, and commit sins which involved their 
liability to be sent to hell. But admitting this most im- 
probable supposition to be true, I could never account for 
their being plunged into hell previous to the judgment ; 
because I could see no need of a trial after sentence was 
passed and the punishmént inflicted. These difficulties 
still continue, which no doubt H. has also discovered. It 
must be that the subject has been misunderstood, for no 
such inconsistencies belong to the system of truth. 
One thing is a Jittle remarkable, that the original word 
rendered hell, in the text, is the only instance of its occur- 
rence in the Bible. If hell, as used in the other parts of 
the Scriptures signifies a place of enclless misery, it is cer- 
tain that this is not that place. Itis another word and 
signifies another place. “ By Ta:tarus, says Dr. Clarke, 
was meant the bounds or verge of this material system.” 

“Where iron gates and bars, of solid brass, 

Keep it in durance irrefrangible ; 

And its return prohibit.” 
But the Greeks speak of Tartarus as a vast pit or gulf 
in the bowels of the earth : 

“ Black ‘Tartarus, within earth’s spacious womb.” 

Both these opinions, however are entirely traditional, 
and ave the result of a wild poetic imagination. 

By “ Angels” we understand the same as Messengers. 
The original word Angelous is not unfiequently tiansiated 
into both. Ministers are angels. Hence, we read of 
“the angels of the churches.” 

Accordingly, the authors of the improved version ina 
note, render the text thus : “If God spared not the mes- 
sengers who had sinned, who watched not duly over their 
own principality, but deserted their proper habitation, he 
kept with perpetual chains unde: darkness, (punished them 
with judicial blindness of mind) unto the judgment of a 
mieat day, i.e. When they were destioyed by a plague. 
Alluding to the falsehood and punishment of the spies who 
were sent to explore the land of Canaan.” And Camp- 
bell renders it thus: “For if God spared not the angels 
(or messengers, as it mighthave been rendered) that sin- 
ned ; but, sinking them in the deep, delivered them over 
into custody for punishment to chams of darkness.” 

It seems to be the opinion of the learned, as far as lam 
able to discover, that by the messengers oc angels, refer- 
ence is had to the spies who went to explore the land of 
Canaan, and who returned with a false report of the coun- 
ty. Ana their being reserved in tartarus unto judgment, 
signifies their being subjected to a state of judicial blind- 
nessofmind; and by the punishment, the death suffered 
by the plague. However this may be, H. must be his own 
judge. 

There is one other view of the subject which commenta- 
tors have taken. ‘They consider that, when Peter and 
Jude wrote, they had before them some Apochryphal wri- 
tings, fom which they selected this fable, to suggest a 
profitable moral to their instructions. ‘This was undoubt- 
edly the practice of many of the sacred wiiteis, anc par- 
ticula ly of Chiist himself. He not unfrequently, by par- 
ables, rebated some Jewish fables, from which he drew a 

‘oral colculated to convince them of their error. And 

this too he cid without conside:ing himself accountable 
for the tiuth of the fable. Jf we take this text accoiding 
to tue popular understending of the teims there employed, 
we must consider: it in this light. For the Apostles speak 
of the circumstance asa subject familiar to those they 
addressed. ‘There is no such account bowever in the 
Scriptures, from which they could receive the idea. And 
as they were conversant with Apochryphal writings, it is 
to De presumed that the idea was then made familiar to 
them. 

But I am inclined to the former opinion. The circum- 
stance isrelated concerning the spies, to which the Apos- 





period after the dissolution of nature, when every person 


ties might with safety refer. Ihave, as before observed. 
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made these rena: ks, not so much to give a positive opin- 
ion upon the subject, as to assist H. and others in making 
up an opinion on the question. If this is effected, the de- 
sign of the writer will be answered. “ When doctois dis- 
agice, disciples are f.ee.” 

One more quotation shall conclude this article. ‘The 
suthors of the improved version say : * But if the common 
nterpretation be admitted, it will not establish the popu- 
‘ar doctiine concerning fallen angels. For 1. The epistle 
trself is of doubtful authority. 2. From the change of 
style this is the most doubtful portion of the epistle. 3. 
hy those Who admit the genuineness of the epistle, this 
chapter is supposed to have been a quotation from some 
ancient Apochryphal book, and the Apostle might not mean 
to give authority to the doctrine,but to argue with his 
readers upon known and allowed principles. The epistle 
of Jude is supposed to allude to, or quote from the same 
Apochryphal book.” ORIGEN. 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 


ON AGENCY AND ACCOUNTABILITY. 
Mr. Epiror—As you saw fit to publish the hasty and 
rather incoherent remarks, which I directed to you a few 
he subject proposed for discussion by 








days since, on the 
“ Belfast,” [conclude you expected I would endeavor to 
explain the consistency of human accountability with the 
doctrine of the Final Restoration of all men to holiness 
and happiness. Therefore, looking for a charitable con- 
struction on my remarks, from your readers, I will briefly 
explain the grounds, upon which those dectrines harmo- 
nize, according to my undeistanding of them. 

The force of the objection may be seen in the following 
question: How can the Almighty make all mankind obe- 
dient to his law and reconcile them to his own holy na- 
ture, without doing vio'ence to hamanagency ? It is con- 
tended that submission or obedience to the law of God, (if 
such it may be called.) which is against the will, would 
net be acceptable to a holy Being. All piety or holiness 
19 men, is that, which is free and voluntary. 

To such reasoning, | am not about to object; but shall 
meet the main question, upon these very principles, and 

how that it p.oposes no serious and solid objection to the 
final bliss of mankind. 

When the C eator encowed bis intelligent offspring with 
abilities and faculties, rendering them accounta)le to him, 
he musthave had, also in view, their final destiny ; and 
the agency which each one possessed, must have had spe- 
cial reference to the determinate pleasure and purpose of 
Cod, in giving him existence. To suppose that the Deity 
had no ultimate object in view, when he determined that 
ian should exist, is irreverent in a high degree ; to sup- 
pose he gave mar an agency which would frustrate his 
own divine purpose, would be blasphemous ; therefore, to 
conclude that human agency is wisely interwoven in the 
system of the divine economy, and will ultimately prove 
-onducive to the benevolent purpose of God, in the crea- 
tioa and destination of man, is reasonable and unavoida- 
ble. The proper question, then, is, Did Jehovah intend 
to render all men gaiuers, by their existence, or did he 
mean to make some of thein endlessly miserable ? If God 
was disposed to make all men finally happy, he certainly 
would do it, in a way, not to infringe on their ageney ; 
but if he was not so disposed, then common sense Beaches, 
that he would not give to those, whom he predestinated to 
final misery, any powers, by which they possibly could be, 
torever happy. 

But I am surprised that those people who profess to be- 
lieve, that God does, by a supernatural operation upon 
the hearts and minds of his chosen people, instantly con- 
vert them from rebellion to obedience, without violating 
their agency, should still pretend that the same infinite 
Being could not, if se disposed, conve. t and save all other 
rebels, in a similar manner, and, yet, not take away theii 
agency. If no violence has been done to the moral capa- 
cities of all who have already been reconciled to God, by 
ivaving a new heart and disposition given them. neither 
would any be done to the rest of mankind, were they all 
to be sanctified and saved by the same Alinighty Spigit. 

if our opposers will allow themse lves to reason Gandid- 
ty on this subject, f am convinced they would diséover that 
the very same objections might be urged against them. 
which they prefer against the final restoration. When 
tiod declares, * Unto me every knee shall bow,” what dif- 
ference can it make, as to the agency of the creature, 
vhether he meant to include adl mankind or a part of 
them? Certainly none. For if it would infiinge on the 
agency of all men, collectively, for God to make them bow 
.o him, then, of course, it would be an equal infringement 
upon such agency, for any part of them to fall prostrate 
wefore God. But God produces this prostration in each 
one, and consequently, in ad/, through the media of those 
faculties, capacities and privileges by which they are con- 
stituted moral agents. On this scheme our accountabili- 
iy «vinees the divine wisdom and benevolence ; because 
all motives, persuasions, admonitions, corrections and 
ehastisemeénts, are so calculated as to have a proper bear- 
ing upon the mereiful design of God, in eonferring exist- 
ence. 





We read in the good Book, that * God will have all 
men to be saved.” Now, 1 ask—What advantage would 
wn objecter obtain, by limiting the phrase “ all men,” to 
barely one half of all mankind? Could he explain to 
unbiassed reason the grounds upon which that ha/f could 
be conquered and overcome by grace divine, so as to be 
prisoners of mercy, and yet act freely and voluntarily, but 
that the other half of the same intelligent family, could 
not be subd: ed and saved, without destroying their prope: 
agency ’ Impossible. 

Jesus Christ came to save sinners ; but not to do vio- 
lence to any faculties which they possess. And that must 
be new logic indeed, which would prove that the nwmber 
of his converts, would alter the nature of the process by 
which they were renewed and saved. The salvation of 
man is consistent with the perfections of God; as I hope 
to show in your next. BRUNSWICK. 
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FOR THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 


TO A “CALVINIST.” 

Much respected Sir—Uniting with you in expressing my 
conviction that “the point at issue between us, is of in- 
Jinile importance to immortal souls ;”’ I hope, like yourself, 
“to write with moderation and charitablenes:, evincing a 
disposition to put a fair construction upon all you may 
offer in support of your doctiine.” I have long been con- 
vinced of the improper motives which have too much gov- 
erned theological contreversialists. Some people, while 
they profess to write for the sake of defending or eliciting 
the truth, show too plainly by theif writings, that their on- 
ly object is, to maintain their own preconceived notions, 
and to detect and expose the errors of their opponents.— 
As if a person was disgraced by abandoning a sentiment 
which is shown to be unauthorized! I[ hope that this may 
never be my disposition, and I am fully coavinced that is 
not yours. Friends should write with friendly feelings ; 
and christians should ever exhibit christian motives and 
dispositions. Knowing well your character, 1 was, when 
I wrote my last, quite satisfied that you would concede 
certain ideas which, probably without much examination 
of those particular subjects, you advanced in your first 
communication. And if in perusing your last I should 
find any idea advanced by me, which you have fairly ex- 
posed, 1 piay God I may be as ready as you to make as 
fair and explicit a concession. 

But to come to the more immediate consideration of the 
arguments in your letter. You say, and to this I agree, 
that “our controversy must turn upon this solemn, this 
awful question: Is God determined on punishing the 
wicked eternally?” conceive with you that this is an 
“awful question,” and it should be discussed most solemn- 
ly. To me it is also as evident as it is to you, that 
if the wicked are to be * punished eternally,” it must be 
because God has * determined” thus to punish them; fo 
no event, and especially such an inpovtant one as the e- 
ternal punishment of the wicked, can happen or come of 
chance, it must be determined by him, * who worketh all 
things after the counsel of his own will.” tlas then, Gou 
determined ta punish the wicked eternally? 1 think he 
has not, and for this opinion I assign this reason: That 
neitner the dealings of Psovidence toward them, or in the 
revealed testimony, am [ able to discover sufficient evi- 
dence of such a “determination.” It is often times diffi- 
cult as you well know to prove a negative. But in thi: 
case, al] | can do, is to show that such a * determination” 
is contrary both to reason and scripture; and by show- 
ing this, the negative naturally follows. When we look 
upon the present condition of all men, do we not discoy- 
er many evidences in favor of God’s goodness towards 
them? Is there a being in the universe to whom God is 
notgood? “(God is good to all, and his tender mercies are 
over all his works.” Hence, in the piesent conduct of De- 
ity toward all men, there is in my mind, much evidence 
that he is not so determined. Because such a * determi- 
nation” would be exactly contrary to his present course 
of conduct pursued toward them. 

But do we find such a * determination’ in the scriptures ? 
It is true, there are certain texts from which some infer 
this; but I believe there is sufficient evidence to disprove 
it here also. Do not God’s determination and his will a- 
gee? If he has determined to punish some forever, is it 
not his wll soto do? And on the other hand, if be wills 
to save all finally, is it not his determination to do it? I 
think | can anticipate an affirmative answer from you. 
The Oracles of truth then, declare that “God will 
have all men to be saved’--that “he has made known to 
us the mystery of his will--to gather together all things in 
heaven and on earth in Christ.” And since * he works 
all things after the counsel of his own will,” and © will do 
all his pleasure,” is it not very evident that he has “ de- 
termined” to save all, and will eventually do it? Hence, 
I conceive the scriptures do not teach that * God is deter- 





mined to punish the wicked eternally.” 


a 


But again, 1 inquire what good would be effected by 
such a determination? Would it benefit man woul 
it benefit God? Surely it would not the former; ang ms 
could not, the Jatter; for the Deity is beyond being “ein 
fited. And as for sucha determination’s being of any ade 
vantage to the wicked, 1 would use your words, and say 
-[ wish you to inform me what good it will do they: 
fris true you have said, “infinite good will result fio, 
the punishment; but it will be the highest good of the 
whole universe ;” I confess howeve:, that such reasonine 
was always unintelligible tome. I have always conga: 
ered that the whole was composed of parts, and Withour 
every pait there could not be a whole; and what is {, 
the highest good of the whole must also be for the hishes: 
good of every pact. I wish you would explain this dif. 
culty to me, and show how the greatest good of the wholp 
can consist in the greatest misery of the parts composin, 
that whole. . 

You express surprize at my sentiment, that * the sinne, 
deserves as much punishment, as will prove for his good. 
and proceed to ask me how I can then warn sinners to an 
cape from deserved punishment, if they deserve no more 
than is necessary to promote their own benefit?” I do not 
my dear sir, warn sinners “to escape from deserved pun. 
ishment ;” I tell them that they cannotescape it.  Eve:y 
man shail receive according to his works,” and there is po 
escaping it. They must be punished ; but I believe tha: 
punishment is emendatory and not retributive; that jy 
will finally be the means or instrument of their reforma.- 
tion. You are the father of an amiable family, who are 
entitled to my warmest gratitude. Did you, when you; 
family where in thei: nonage, punish them for their good 
or not? Did you not have some good design in the in- 
fliction? I believe you did; for the present history o/ 
your family proves the good result of your wise and be- 
nevolent discipline. So I believe it is with our heaven; 
Father, but in a greater degree. “He does not willing! 
afflict nor grieve the children of men, but though he cause 
grief yet will he have compassion according to the multi 
tude of his mercies.” 

Again, you say, that “if it was the nature of punish- 
ment to reform or amend, it would not be everlasting o: 
endless.” To this { agree, and would add, it could not be 
so. } believe that, that ¢s the the nature of punishment, 
and consequently that it will nol be endless. It is your 
friend Dr. Bancroft, I believe, who has said that “ endless 
punishment is a selecism.” Fo. says he, punishment, if 
it be punishment, must result in producing reform, and 
consequently cannot be endless, 

You desire me to acknowledge, that the passage which 
I quoted from Corinthians xv. “ relates to the change of 
the body and not of the soul.” I should not be altogeth- 
er satisfied in making so broad a concession, though Tad- 
mit that there is not a little plausibility in your reasoning, 
Perhaps we do not understand the same by the term soul. 
But admitting that, man is constituted cf soul and body, 
which two qualities united, compose the person, it would 
be inadmissible that I should acknowledge as you suggest; 
because Paul says, We shall all be changed—-he does not 
say the body alone, but “we,” which person is compound- 
ed,as before observed. You say that “the bedy will be 
changed, both of the righteous and the wicked; but there 
is nething said of a change of moral character 3” neither 
is there my dear sir, any thing said of the righteous and 
the wicked. You have made a distinction whee the 
scriptures have not. Although the text does not speak 
particularly of, or against a moval, it ceitainly does speak 
of a “spiritual” change, which, as I conceive, more pro- 
fitably effects the case. We are then informed, that we 
shali put off the earthly Adam and put on the heavenly 
Adam—*the new man which after God, is created in 
righteousness and true holiness.” 

Again, you say, that you “have no doubt but that al! 
men would be saved if Christ died for all indiscriminately: 
for it is absurd to contend that any will be lost, whom 
Christ died to save; and equally absurd to maintain that 
a helpless guilty sinner can save himself.” You further- 
more say, “that if you could be satisfied, that Christ died 
for the whole woild in the same sense and for the same 
glo:ious purpose, that he did for his people, you should 
readily admit the doctrine of Universalists.” 

It gives me great pleasure, my dear sir, to find you so 
near what I consider the truth. I believe you are within 
one short stepofit. All the difficulty then, in your mind, 
is to be satisfied that Christ died to save all. If there is 
one plain truth in the Bible I believe ‘hat is it. See the 
following Scriptures : * God sent his Son to be the Sa- 
viour of the world.” 2 Cor. v. 14, 15. “ If one died for 
all, then were all dead ; and he died for all.” 1° Tim. ii 
6. “He gave himself a ransom for all.” “He by the 
grace of God tasted death for every man.” “He bore 
the sins of the whole world in his own body on the tree.” 
But you hold that these texts apply only to the elect ; 
hence you quote the following : “ He died the just for the 
unjust, that he might bring us to God.” But as you ac- 
knowledge, that he will bring all to God for whom he 4di- 
ed, and as I have proved “that he died for q@il/,’’it is plain 





that the pronoun “us,” may be applied to all; and thae 
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he will daw ail men unto him. : hy He is the propitiation 
pr our sins” Say you ; and I inquire if for none others? 
Is he the propitiation for owr sins only ? Hear what im- 
mediately follows the quotation; “ and not for our sins 
only § but also for the sins of the whole world.” Now I 
would most solemnly ask you, whether it does not appear 
evident, according to these Scriptures, that Christ died fo: 
all in liscriminitely, and that all will therefore be brought 
out of a state of sin into holiness, and be saved by the 
salvation of him who came upon earth for the express 
purpose of being * the Saviour of the wo.l1. 

| have been much more verbose than I wished to be, 
and yet I have been under the necessity of omitting th» 
gonsideration of some other ideas which you suggested. 
Please overlook and pardon the imperfections and errors of 

Yours, &c. A UNIVERSALIST. 





Gygvistian KuteWligeneer. 
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‘yy AM SET FOR THE DEFENCE OF THE GOSPEL.” 


s#reeeeeveeeeee e@eeevoeveeeseeeaeeree eee 


ON RELIGIOUS OPPOSITION. 

There is perhaps no particular instance of human conduct, 
wherein more prudent caution is required, than in the discharge 
of those duties which relate to our treatment toward those who 
oppose our religious views. So many occasions are repeatedly 
presenting themselves to call forth the sentiment of resentment, 
that he must be possessed of high virtues indeed, who can al- 
ways preserve an even temper of mind, and uniformly mani- 
fest the dispositions of charity, forbearance and forgiveness. 

For us to give rules, however, which shall apply to every 
instance of opposition, cannot be expected ina single editorial 
article. These, it is obvious, must be varied according to the 
various methods, by which our viewsare attacked. While 
some are constrained to oppose us from sincere motives of 
honest concern, we have no doubt that others do it, out of the 
passions of jealousy o1envy. Nota few are determined to 
misrepresent our sentiments ; many seek to defame the fair 
character of such as believe in the Finished Salvation; while 
some essay to point the finger of scorn, or to treat us with 
studied neglect ; and others, whose neglect we should compar- 
atively esteem a favour, seek for disputation, in order that 
they may, by hard sayings, wound the tender feelings, of hon- 
est belief. It must be obvious therefore, that for us to apply 
written rules for meeting the multifarious methods of religious 
hostility, could notcome within the design of our remarks.— 
The most which we shall attempt todo at this time is, to sug- 
gest some general rule, whereby we may both defend the hon- 
our of the cross of Christ, and silence the opposition of our en. 
2nies. Like our Saviou: Christ, whose examples should ever 
ve before our eyes, to influence our conduct—/Vhen you aré 
reviled, revile not again, and, when the ceuse of truth ts at 
stake never desert your post. Forbearance of disposition and 
independence of sentiment, should ever characterize a chris- 
tian soldier, 

Whilst we believe, and most firmly do we believe it too, 
that it is our duty to exercise charity and forgiveness toward 
‘hose who endeavor to injure us, we are not of the opinion? 
which we conceive too many have imbibed, that Christianity 
requires a submissive and abject servility of mind. We should 
have charity for others, but that charity should neve: lead us 
{0 an approval of an erroneous and injurious principle. When 
others revile, we should not revile again ; but we should evince 
to such, that while our sentiments lead us to have charity ‘or 
the man, they also demand of us, a mauly defence of our own 
Principles, and a prompt disapprobation cf such as encovrage 
them to revile. A'here was never any thing gained to the cause 
of truth by succumbing to the domineering arrogance of others. 
Look into the history of Christ, and you will find, that while 
he had compassion for his enemies, he never suffered hiinself 
‘o act the part of a submissive flatterer. Their false notions 
of religion, his charity never led him to acknowledge harmless ; 
out, On thecontrary, his independence prompted him to expose 
*hein, 

We repeat then, that a christian should preserve his convic- 
‘ons of the superior excellency of his own honestly imbibed 
eutiments, while at the same time he should remember the li- 
w.littes of human nature to err, and consider the obligations, 
Which are binding upon him, to exercise forbearance and 
“arity. Do unto others as you would have others do unto you. 


When you are opposed either by friends or enemies, evimce to 
all, that your * faith works by dove; and treat them with 
candor, generosity & good will. We cannot at present adopt 
the sentiments of Dr. Goldsmith, that “the only successful 
method of attacking a visionary is by ridicule ;” ridicule should 
have po place in a christian’sinind. Itis true there may be 
in the community, certain ignorant and visionary enthusiasts 
whom no argument can convince, because they are not capable 
of seeing the force of any; but, though ridicule is there the 
most profitably spent, (it being the only thing which can have 
any effect,) yet, we should rather wait with patience for the 
time, which is fast approaching, wher. by the influence of o. rlit- 
erary institutions, society shall become better improved ; then 
such things must disappear. Ignorance and superstition are 
twin sisters; but knowledge destroys them both. It would be 
well for us, should we setit down as our motto, by which to 
regulate ourselves in our religious intercourse with the world ; 
to have mercy for the offences, charity for the failings, and a 
Fegard for the virtues of all men; while, at the same time, 
we “ contend earnestly for the faith once delivered to the saints.” 





Mr. Enrror—I ama person, who, iff know myself, am an 
anxious inquirer for the truth. In the course of my inquiries 
| have been privileged with reading Rev. Mr. Balfour’s work, 
which has an increasing circulation in the country, & cannot 
but confess that the arguments made use of by the author, ap- 
pear to me so conclusive that | am almost persuaded to become 
a Universalist. I have applied toa number of learned divines 
and laymen in my vicinity, to point out to me the errors of his 
arguments, but none as yet, have been able so to do. ‘The 
object of my writing this communication is to be informed 
whether you know of any person engaged to answer it? If no 
one has calculated on this, | do mostearnestly exhort some of 
the learned divinesof America, who are capable of showing 
his errors, if he has not argued on just and conclusive grounds, 
to hasten speedily to the work of confuting ‘is sentiments, be- 
fore many are led by it to embrace the doctrine of Universal 
Salvation. Pardon my freedom. Yours, &. STEARNS. 


REPLY. 

In answer to the question of our Friend Siearns we reply 
that we have not heard that any one has engaged to answer 
Balfour's inquiry. We bave heard that acertain Calvinistic 
preacher in this State, on being asked whether it was probable 
thatthe Orthodox would answer it ; replied; that it was most 
likely they would not, and assigned ag the principal ren- 
son, that they considered it beneath their notice! On beiug 
informed of this, we could not but pity that effort which some 


! people make to appear great in their own littleness : 


.** As if upon a fuil proportioned dome, 
On swelling coluinns heav'd, the pride of art, 
A critic fly, whose feebie ray scarce spreads 
An inch around, with blind presumption bold, 
Should dare to tax the structure of the whole !” 

It is amusing sometimes to observe the arts which too many 
of cur enemies resort to, to form an excuse for observing a 
studied silence on universalist publications, When they are 
convinced that a work is unanswerable, and that they cannot 
confute it, they set off in insect swellmgs and declare it be- 
neath their notice! Tous this appears to be a subterfuge, 
miserable indeed, The work above mentioned is not ** beneath 
the notice” of any divine whatever ; and could those scxlf-ele, 
vated gentlemen disprove the learned authow’s arguments, we 
have no doubt, that instead of prosessing to think so lightly of 


it, they would icel much, yea, very much honor ed in noticing it 








PUBLIC THEOLOGICAL CONTROVERSY. 


We learn, that a puule theological discussion took place in 
Philadelphia, inthe vey. Mr. kneeland’s church, on the 13th 
inst. and ended op the 16th, between Rev. W. L. M’Calla, a 
Presbyterian, and Rev. Abner Kneeland, a Universalist. The 
invitation was given by Mr. M’Calla, and the proposition for 
discussion, was, * Is the purishment of the wicked a! solutely 
elernal ? or is it only a temporary punishment in this world, 
Sor their good, and lobe succeeded by eternal happiness ufler 
death?” Rules of confer nce were adopted and signed by 
the parties, one of which was. that, * the discussion cuall be 
moderated by three men, each of the parties choosing one, 
and tiese two a third, who shail be cousidered the President 
of the bench.” One of these Judges we understand to have 
been the celebrated Rev. Mr. Hogan, of Roman Catholic 
memory. ‘The discussion seems to have excited very general 
attention,—the house was much thronged, and stenographers 
attended to take down and report the arguments on both sides. 
Each party spoke 10 houis, in speeches of 30 minutes each, 
according the rules prescribed. ‘* The argument turned prin- 


cipally on the will of God,” and according to the last Gazet- 
teer, the [resbyterian was pretty efiectually silenced We 
shall wait with anxiety, forthe reported arguments of the 
| Rey. gentlemen, 





NEW ASSOCIATION OF UNIVERSALISTS. 

The last Universalist Magazine contains a votice for the 
meeting of a new Universalist Association, to be holden at 
Deerfield, (N. 11.) on the last Wednesday and Thursday of 
August next. sutlignemmoenetersiens 


JUDGE THACHER’S LETTER. 

p> Just published and for sale by the Editor, and at the 
Argus Office, * A LETTER TO A FRIEND on the Fall of 
Adam §e. by the Hon. Georce Tuacuer, late one of the Jus- 
tices of the Supreme Judicial Court of the State of Massachu- 
setts’ Price 6 cents single 50 cents a dozen. 

!t is hoped that the friends of rational christianity wilt 
aid in the sale and distribution of this popular tract, which 
was written by that learned and vousealies friend of man, whe 
* though dead yet speaketh.” 





We understand, that the connection between the Rev 
Thomas M. Smith and the third Congregational parish in this 
town, bas been dissolved. 





fyThe Rev. WILLIAM A. DREW, of Farmington,wil! 
preach in the Universalist Church in this town, ‘To-morrow. 








TO READERS AND CORRESPONDENTS. 

We expect soon to be able to publish a Sermon delivered at 
Farmington, at the last Association, June 23, by J. Wood- 
man, A. M. 

“ IxvestiGaTor” will appear in our next; as also a €om~- 
munication from * Turner.” 


(RR era NRT We PE EES AERC I I EOI EO TE 
IWLARRIED, 


In this town, by Elder S. Rand, Mr. Prince Shapleigh to 
Miss Eunice Jones —Mr. Cyrus Sweetsir to Miss Eliza #. An- 
drews, of South Reading, Mass. 

By the Rev. Mr. Taylor, Mr. Joseph Osgood, formerly of 
Haverhill, Mass. to Viiss Rebecca McHonan. 

By the Rev. Dr. Payson, Mr. William Esdell to Mrs. Nancy 
Short. 

By the Rev. Dr. Nichols, Capt. Ebenezer D. Choate to Miss 
Sarah Hart. 
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DIED, 


In this town, Mr. Ephraim Bachelder, aged 31.—Miss Eli 
zabeth M. Todd, daughter of Dudley T. Esy.—Mrs. Sarah, 
wife of Mr. John Knight, aged 68. 

At Winslow, (Me.) on the 4th ultimo, Capt. Joseen Wans- 
worru, aged 74, formerly of Duxborough, Mass. He was five 
years in the Revolutionary War, and often in dangers and 
perils with Gen. Washington. In 1776, he was wounded by 
a musket ball, which grazed the skin of his underlip, and the 
wound never entirely healed; about three years since, it be- 
caine troublesome, aud finally turned to a rose cancer, which 
terminated his days. Capt. Wadsworth bore his last illness 
with uncommon fortitude, and christian patience. In his gen- 
eral deportment through life. he was compiaisant, generous and 
brave; a kind husband, a tender parent, a good neighbor,a 
friend to the needy, and universally beloved by his acquaint- 
ance. He trusted in God, through faithin his. Son, as the Sa- 
vior of the world; but specially so, of those who believe. He 
retained his reason to the last moment of life, answered many 
questions which were proposed, to try the strength of his faith, 
and, being perfectly resigned to his Maker, he folded his arms 
acioss his breast, and fell asleep in Christ, without a groan o1 
struggle. Will those, who sentence the majority of God’s 
offspring to endless punishment, be prepared to exhibit equal 
evidence ofchristian resignation ?—Communicated. 


At Si. Croix, Dec. 31, 1823, Joun Brown. His character 
may be kuown by the following extract of a letter to his aged 
mother, residing 15 this town. 

“ Must the first lines which I ever addressed to the respected 
Parent of my departed husband, convey tidings that will afflict 
your tender heart?) Oh ! how difficult is the tack, which duty 
to an aged mother, imposes or an unfortunate, aiilicted wife. 

Jt was the Almighty’s will to deprive me of a kindand at- 
tentive husband, and you of an amiable and good son. What 
words can express the greatness of my loss? Deprived at an 
early age of parents and brothers, he had supplied the place 
ofall. L have now to deplore the loss of father, brother and 
husband, all united in one faithful friend and companion. But 
think not that [ mourn as one without hope ; for that would 
not be obeying the last request of the partner [ mourn, nor fol. 
lowing his example of submission to the divine will. His last 
moments were those of peace. and he left this world with a 
joyful expectation of a glorious inheritance in a world to 
come. To afford you, his bereaved mother, some of the con- 
solation which softens the afflictions of my heart, | would, if 
possible, describe to you the christian fortitude and caltnness, 
with which Mr. Brown met his dissolution. Ifthe performance 
of duty, and a life of virtue, with a heart devoted to God,—if, 
to be the father of the fatherless, a friend of the poor and des- 
titute, followiug the examples and precepts of our blessed Lord 
and Saviour, can ensure the happiness of heaven, then, never 
did fallible mortal close his eyes with a more just confidence 
-——w th amore well grounded hope * of an inheritance incore 
ruptible, undefiled and that fadeth not away.” Well might 
he have exclaimed, with St. Paul, ‘I have fought a good fight; 
I have finished my course ; I have kept the faith ; and hence~ 
forth there is laid up for me, acrownof righteousness, which 











| the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give we at what day.’” 
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FROM THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 


A FRAGMENT. 
When darkness veil’d the boundless scene, 
And fear display’d her haggard face, 
Wrapt in the gloom, my trembling soul 
Dar’d to distrust her Parent's grace. 
At length the light of day burst forth, 
Tidings of jov, from Heav’n | heard, 
Faith saw the rays, Hope caught the sound, 
And triumph’d in the Heav’n born “ Word.” 
1 scann’d Creation’s volume o’er, 
I look’d around, beneath, above, 
Where’er | cast my wond’ring eyes, 
] read, enraptur'd, * God is Love.” 
Thro’ all the grand design, I trac’d 
Such traits ef Goodness, Pow’r and skill, 
As taught my soul, no more to doubt 
His love, or tremble at his will. 
O! Heav’n : forbid the unhallow’d thought; 
That God will ever cease to love, ‘ 
Nor longer through the gloom of fear, 
Permit my fancy, wild to rove 





J. Frieze. 
oie 
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FOR THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 





A FAMILIAR LETTER TO J— D ; 


DEAR BrotieR—You inform me you have recently 
met With a change of views,and have become 4 PREDES- 
TINARIAN, by Which I understand, a believer in * uncon- 
ditional election and reprobation ;” otherwise I can see 
no chance for any change in your views, for you have long 
believed in the doctrine of fatality, and thought eternal 
misery was possible, if not highly probable ; but it seems 
you have now come to the certainty of it. IT always told 
you it Was inconsistent to believe that God fore-ordained 
whatsoever comes to pass, and not admit that he fore- 
ordained eternal misery, if it ever happen. In this re- 
spect, I think you have become more rational than you 
were formerly ; but still, you have lost full as much on 
the other hand, as you have gained on this; for since you 
have come to the certainty of endless punishment, you say 
you have “enjoyed yourself better thanever you did in 
your life before.” Lam surprised that the certainty of 
endless torments should fill you with such exrtacy as you 
pretend to feel. Lapprehend you have met with a change 
of feelings, as we)! as views ; for unless I am much de- 
ceived, you used to feel a sympathy for the suffering, and 
a desire for their happiness. But if you always possessed 
the feelings you now doe, you have had the prudence not 
to divulge them, till of late ; otherwise, I do not know but 
I should have shunned you asan enemy to human happi- 
ness. However, you know 1 have frequently told you, I 
ineant to make a more consistent and rational christian of 
you yet; and, as you have now got upon the changing or- 
der, I may venture an effort with some prospect of success. 
And you will take no exception at any frankness of ex- 
pression in my style, for we were generally agreed that 
* plainness of speech” is a latitude which all good friends 
fee] at libeity to take with each other. You wish to know 
* how far you and I agree, and wherein we differ?” I 
willtell you. Weare agreed in this, that we both hope to 
be sared, But the points of our disagreement are many 
and multiform. 

You hope to be saved, in preference to others ; 1 hope 
to be saved, eren as others. You hope to be saved, be- 
cause God ¢s partial; T hope to be saved, because he its 
nol. You hope to be saved by MERCY, against JUSTICE ; 
I hope to be saved by mercy in unison with justice. You 
hope for grealer happiness in heaven, because many will 
be end/ess/y tormented in hell ; 1 hope for greater happi- 
ness in heaven, because none will be forever excluded 
from it. Now, how is it possible,my good Brother, that 
you and I should stand at such variance, when we both 
pretend to get our religion fom the Bible? I will tell 
you. You take a part of the Bible for your guitie, and | 
take the whole. You explain one part jn contradiction to 

he rest; T explain parts by the sense of the whole; anc 
if you will re ad your Bible better than vou used to, you 
will be convinced that | am right. But donotbe so sel. 





fish as to neglect inquiry, for fear you should get convincec 
aatendless misery is not true, and thereby lose some of 


judge the world ; 





the enjoyment you pretend to take in believing it. You 
profess to believe in a growth of grace, and in the knowl- 
edge of the truth ; and of late, you have grown a little 
more consistent, and you can grow more so, if you will 
compare your system of the * absolute election of some to 
everlasting life from all eternity, while others were left to 
all the miseries of this life, to death itself, and the pains of 
hell forever,” with the scriptures of truth. They admonish 
you to “ give all diligence to make your calling and elec- 
tion sure’—but according to your doct:ine,it is sure al- 
ready, and has been from all elernity. They exhort you 
to “take heed lest you fall;” but if your doctrine weie 
true, you could pot fall, if you should try to; for out of 
partiality to you, and a few others, God distinguishes be- 
tween sin and the sinner, and ove:ilooks the one, out of 
compassion for the otier. The Bible says that * anguish, 
tiibulation and wrath” shaJl be “ upon EVERY soul that 
doeth evil ;” but your scheme contends that it fell upon 
the head of Christ, who suffered it instead of the elect, and 
“quenched the flaming wrath of God, in his own vital 


blood.” Peter says, * God is no respecter of persons ;” 
but with you, he is nothing else. Paul says, “God shali 


” 


was judged befo e it was made, and the elect were made 
heirs of glory, and the reprobates were pre-doomed to 
destruction. Christ says, he * came to save that Which 
was lost ;” your doctrine teaches that he came to save 
that which never was lost, nor ever could be; and no oth- 
ers. The Apostle says, that “they that fear God, and 
work righteousness are accepted of him ;” your doctrine 
teaches that the elect are accepted of God, whether they 
work righteousness or not. Paul declares that “God is 
the Saviour of al/ men,” and your doctrine will not allow 
that he saves half of them. Now,do you not see, my 
good B other, that you are contending against God, and 
setting at nought his ccunsel ? that Calvinism and Bible- 
ism are two things, which give the lie to each other ? and 
which do you think best to believe ; Ged, who cannot 
lie, or mau, whose lips are full of guile?) I know which 
you meanto believe, for you know our charity was al- 
ways mutual. But you are alittle bewildered, and I ex- 
hort vou to pray to God ; * peradventure he may bring yon 
to the knowledge of the truth.” I shall write you again 
soon, and notice some arguments you advanced in support 
of your system. But I can tell you before-hand, that 
though you doubtless thought them the best you had, yet 
they are weak and slender things, that will bear no exam- 











ination. I am, as ever, your firm friend, B. 5. 
Brother J D ° 
FOR THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 


Friexp Streeter—By giving the following inquiriesa place 
in thy columns, thou wilt oblige 
Thy friend, 


QUESTIONS PROPOSED. 


1. Is not the practice which prevails among many clergy- 
inen who claim to be ‘* descendants of the pilgrims,” of wear- 
ing gowns, bands, and cassocks, a relic of popery? May not 
the papists argue with them, that if a gown may be worn on 
the back, why not a mitre on the head? And why may nota 
white garment be worn as well as a black one, as is generally 
worn by the clergy of the church of Rome? 

2. Is not the practice also, of using organs in places of wor- 
ship, together with the practice alluded to above, a severe re- 
flection upon the conduct of their puritanic forefathers? Are 
not both these practices so much mm vogue at the present day 
so many charges against the ancient puritans of fastidiousness, 
of weakness, and of separating from the church of England 
without sufficient cause? ‘That such separations are unjusti- 
fiable, Asa Rand long since declared in a sermon preached by 
him at Gorham, and published in this town. Now when the 
puritans seceded from the church of England, they did uot ob- 
ject to any docfrine maintained by that church, for her articles 
were then as they are at present, strictly Calvinistic. The 
framers of those articles wereCalvinists. They could not have, 
been suspected of Arminianism, for Arminius, if we are not 
mistaken, at that time, when those articles were drawn up, was 
notin being. It was to her form of worship, to the dresses 
worn by her clergy, &c. the ancient puritans objected. New 
by adopting those dresses in part, by placing organs in their 
choirs, have not the descendants yielded points for which their 
fathers zealously contended ? 

At an early period of the history of Connecticut, a law was 
passed, which required the punishment of death to be inflicted 
on any priest or clergyman of the church of England, who 
should be found within the limits of that province. Now had 
a certain clergyman, who is by profession, a dissenter from 
the church of England, and probably a “ descendant of the 
pilgrims,” at any rate, one who professes to venerate their 
memories, also editor of a certain Calvinistic publ.cation ofa 
most decided character, who a few Sundays since was seen 
walking through a street of the metropolis of a certain State, 
in such a garment as is worn by the clergy of the church of 
Kngland, resided nearly two centuries ago, in the “ land of 
steady habits,” would he not have been arrested on suspicion 
of being **a priest’? Would he not have been exposed to 
the danger of undergoing a punishment similar to that which 
about the same time was inflicted upon four disciples of George 


OBADIAH. 


whereas, on your scheme, the world 





Foxin Boston? 


BEAUTIFUL EXTRACT. i 
Extract from a Sermon delivered by Rey. Edward Turner be. 
fore the Female Benevolent Society in Charlestown, Mass. 


“No. Let the poor, the friendless and afflicted, as they pas 
my grave, point to the humble spot, and say, here lies the 
man whose compassion soothed my woes, whose maxims 
tranquilized my perturbed spirit, and whose bounty relieved 
my pressing nece ssities;—let the widow and the orphay 
breathe my epitaph in the sigh of grateful remembrance, ang 
1 ask no more! to the aspiring and ambitious | freely re. 
sign the rest.” re 








NEW CHURCH. 


The Universalists in this village (Watertown, N. Y.) and ite 
vicinity, are completing a Church, which for convenience, du. 
rability and legance of construction, is not exceeded by any 
house for public worship in this part of the state. About the 
first of Jan. last, the building committee commenced the col- 
lection of materials for the building. About the last of May, 
they began to lay the walls, and the roof was raised in little 
more than six weeks from the commencement of the work. 
The edifice is of stone, and its dimensions are 64 feet in lengtk 
and 46 feet in bieadth. Its location is one of the best in the 
village. It will probably be completed in Nov. next, and will 
cost about $7000. Except the Lord build the house, they 
labor ia vain that build it.” Ps. 127,1. “ The Lord hath 
done great things for us, whereof we are glad.” Ps. 126, 3. 

The erection of such a building will serve to show the pro. 
gress of liberal sentiments in this place, where the stated 
preaching of Universalism was commenced in the latter part 
of the year 1820.“ Great and marvellous are thy works Lord 
God Almighty ; just and true are thy ways, thou King of saints; 
who shall not fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy name? For 
thou only art holy: for all nations shall come and worship be- 
fere thee; for thy judgments are made manifest.” Rey. 1, 
3, 4.—Herald of Salvation, Watertown, N.Y. 


COMMENDABLE LIBERALITY. 


A circumstance has recently occurred in this village, which 
reflects the highest honor upon the good sense and christias 
candor of the members of the Methodist church. in this place; 
and for the spiritual peace of Christendom, we sincerely hope 
this example may be followed by all denominations of the dis- 
ciples of Christ, whenever occasion may require. Mr. Ozias 
Foster, a member of the Methodist church, in regular standing, 
and an approved exhorter, having become a conscientious be- 
liever in the doctrine of Universal grace, has been permitted, 
peaceably to withdraw from the Methodist connection, with- 
out expulsion, without denunciations and anathemas, and 
without any attempt to disgrace him for an honest opinion. 
The reason assigned by his Methodist brethren for this course 
of conduct, was one of the best in the world, and one which 
might be supposed sufficient, by all who are disposed to treat 
others as they would wish to be treated: The reason was 
that they had no charge against him for his immoral conduct, 
and of course that he has a perfect right to stand fast in the 
liberty wherewith Christ hath made him free; or in other 
words, that no peaceable, upright man should ever be molest- 
ed for mere matters of opinion. Every principle on which the 
social compact can rest—every principle of morality and re- 
ligion evidently justified this liberal policy; and we humbly 
pray to God, that all denominations may soon learn the im- 
portance of duly regarding the unalienable rights of every fel- 
low creature. Surely the gospel of our salvation produces 
“ peace on earth and good will amongst men.” —ibid. 





REPORT. 

Not possessing official records of the Societies which have 
heretofore been admitted into this Association, the person ap- 
pointed to make out a list bas had to depend upon private in- 
formation. Itis not unlikely that some Societies, by neglect- 
ing to call their annual meetings according to law, have for- 
feited their incorporation. ‘There are also many brethren in 
towns not named below, where there are systematic opera- 
tions regarded by general consent, and where considerable Is 
done to support the preached word. The following, it is be- 
lieved, embrace nearly all the Societies which have heen a 
mitted into fellowship :-—Belfast, Canton, Eddington, Farm- 
ington, Freeman, Fryeburg, Gray, Lewiston, Livermore, Mi 
not, New-Gloucester, New Sharon, Norway, Portland, Palmy- 
ra, Readfield, Turner, Waterville, Winthrop and York. 
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“ Balfour's Inquiry.” 

Cr A few copies of Mr. “ BaLrour’s INQUIRY,” ju 
received, which may be had at $2 50, if called for immedi- 
ately. ALSO, 

\ series of Letters in defence of Divine Revelation, addie* 
sed to Rev Abner Kneeland, by Rev. H. Ballou—price $)- 

A volume of Sermons, by Fev. H. Ballou—price $3. 

A number of Sermons on various subjects—price 12 1-2. 
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